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MANISTEE CITY HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
Meeting of Wednesday, February 1st, at 4:00 PM 

This meeting will be held in the City Council Chambers. 
 

AGENDA 
 
I Call to Order 
 
II Roll Call  
 
III Approval of Agenda 

At this time, the Historic District Commission can take action to approve the February 1st, 2023, Agenda.  
 
IV Conflicts of Interest  
 At this time, the Chair will ask if there are any members with a conflict of interest on the approved Agenda. 
 
V Approval of Minutes  
 At this time Historic District Commission can take action to approve the January 4th, 2023, Meeting 

Minutes. 
 
VI Public Comment on Agenda Related items 
 At this time, the Chair will ask if there are any public comments. 
  
VII New Business 

 
VIII Old Business 

• Joesph Mathewson – 435 River St 
• Amendment to Zoning Ordinance – Signs 
• Permit Review  

 
IX Public Comments and Communications concerning items not on the agenda. 
 At this time, the Chair will ask if there are any public comments.  
 
X Correspondence 
 
XI Reports 
 DDA Executive & Economic Development Director 
 Museum Curator 
 Planning & Zoning Administrator  
 
XII Members Discussion 
 At this time, the Chair will ask members of the Historic District Commission if they have any items they 

want to discuss.  
 
XIII Adjournment 

































 



  
 

 
 

Historic District Commission 
 
 
January 26, 2023 
 
 
Historic District Commission 
70 Maple Street 
Manistee, MI 49660 
 
 
Dear Commission Members, 
 

I have received several complaints regarding illegal signs posted in the Historic District, specifically 
within window displays. The Zoning Ordinance dictates that any sign which is not an exempt sign must 
receive Historic District Commission approval, even when located inside the building but displayed in the 
window. To address this, it was requested by the City that a letter was sent to all property owners in the 
Historic District, reminding them of the current regulations. The memo sent is included in the following 
pages of your agenda packet.  

 
Staff recognizes that there are instances where a business may need to put up a temporary sign, 

display hours of operation, or advertise a product. To limit the number and size of this type of signage, 
staff recommends amending the Zoning Ordinance to include an additional section under “Exempt Signs”. 
This could be addressed by exempting window sings up to a certain area, for example, a cumulative area 
of 24”X24”. Please see below for the section of the Zoning Ordinance which dictates exempt signs, with 
the subsections relevant to this discussion highlighted: 

 
SECTION 2103 EXEMPT SIGNS  
The following signs shall be exempt from regulations in this Article.  
A.  Any public notice, traffic control or warning required by a valid and applicable federal, state, or 

local law, regulation, or ordinance.  
B.  Any sign wholly located within a building including window signs.   Except signs in the Historic 

District that require Historic District Commission approval    
C. Flags up to twenty-four (24) square feet in area. City of Manistee Zoning Ordinance 
D.  Signs posted by a governmental agency or on their behalf by an authorized contractor.  
E.  Portable signs shall be permitted in the R-2, R-3 for properties with a minimum of 10,000 sq. ft. 

of area that front on a Key Street Segment, G-C, W-F, and C-1 districts subject to a determination 
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by the Zoning Administrator that its placement will not impact safety or visibility for motorists and 
pedestrians and further limited as follows: 1. 8 square feet per side; 2. One per storefront; and  3. 
Permitted only during hours of operation of business. 

F.  Temporary Signs on the property during construction, maintenance or improvements and relating 
to construction, maintenance or improvements on the property during the period of time of work. 
 
Staff is requesting a motion from the HDC, to recommend the City Planning Commission pursues 

an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance that provides an exemption for window signs, up to a specified 
area. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Katie Mehl 
City of Manistee Zoning Administrator 
Manistee County Planner 
 
 






